For this week’s reflective journal entry please read through and respond to the following:
You have been volunteering as classroom aids at Barnes Elementary School for more than three months 
now.  Take a minute to reflect back on the expectations you had coming in to this experience.  Think 
about the expectations you had for the kids, the teachers, the educational system and yourselves as 
volunteers.  (1) As you get to know the teachers and the kids in the school, what surprises you about 
their individual experiences?  (2) In what ways are the experiences of Barnes’ families different or similar 
to those of your own family and other families in our area?  (3) How has your understanding of our 
community (Portland Metro Area) been impacted by your experience at Barnes? (4) How do you think 
the Barnes students view your role in the classroom and what long or short term effects do you expect 
your presence to create?  (5) Do you feel the bilingual program at Barnes benefits the children it serves?  
Why or why not?  (6) Are some of the kids benefiting more than others?  If so, which ones and why?  
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