Educational Equity Capstone

Reflection Question 

“Critical democracy demands that the United States be a nation of educational opportunity for all, not merely a homogenizing and standardizing machine.  We conceive of more than a benignly neutral diversity that “celebrates “ cultural differences while muting the ideological forces that privilege certain differences and marginalize others.  Rather, diversity embodies the heart and soul of promise, of opportunities, of what might be, for a socially just and fully democratic nation.  A fully democratic society cannot systematically deny privileges or choices to certain citizens, or selectively deny full citizenship to its members, or systematically privilege elites.  To flourish, individual human beings as well as social groups need room, opportunity, and resources to develop and implement their values, philosophies, and beliefs.  They need opportunities to exercise educational choice.  They need places where difference is not perceived as a threat, even as the pressures for standardization gather momentum across the Untied States and across the globe.”

Lomawaima, K. Tsianina and McCarty, Teresa L. To Remain an Indian: Lessons in Democracy from a Century of Native American Education Teachers College Press, 2006
Consider the above quote, the readings and your experiences in this course to date. After spending some time reflecting, please respond to the following:
What are your assumptions about the students you are working with?   Where did these assumptions come from? How are you like some of the students you are working with? How are you different from some of the students you are working with?  How has your own educational journey been similar to or different from theirs? Why?  

