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UNST 421-598
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SPRING 2009

INSTRUCTOR:

SAM GIOIA MSW, MA

UCB 404-D (SOCIAL WORK, 6th & HALL): 725-8470

OFFICE HOURS: MW 9-9:50, ALSO BY ARRANGEMENT

EMAIL:  gioia@pdx.edu
REFLECTION QUESTIONS (2-3 PAGES)

1)
What interested you in a capstone that involves working with African children?  What cross-cultural experiences have you had?  What experiences have you had working with children?  What personal strengths or life experiences do you bring to this capstone and how will they help you with this experience?  What challenges do you expect to face?  These challenges might include logistical difficulties such as scheduling, transportation, or life circumstances as well as challenges to your skills or abilities.  DUE:  4/6/09

2)
What has your own experience in relationship to immigration and immigrant groups?  How has this shaped your attitudes about immigration?  Which of the attitudes of the reading described as “myths” have you most internalized and how do you determine whether it is a myth or not?”  Which of these attitudes do you most object to and why?

DUE:  4/8/09


3)  
What was your emotional response to A Long Way Gone?  How does Beah’s memoir affect the way you think about war and refugees?  How do you explain Ishmael’s participation in the war?  How does his description leave you feeling about Sierra Leone?  How do you as an individual, we as a country, respond to such situations?  What suggestions do you have?  
 DUE: 5/18/09

4)
Using “Two Lenses”, “Grading the States”, and your own internet research compare the school you are tutoring in with the national and state data and with the school you were educated in.  Consider the achievement scores and the “chance for success factors”.  How would you grade the school you attended and the school you are tutoring in?  What do you learn about diversity, achievement, and English learners by doing this?  What responsibility do you as an individual and we as a community have and what can we do? 

DUE:5/27/09        
5)
Describe one significant incident from your tutoring so far.  What did you learn from this and how did it affect you?  What have been the most helpful tips for success in your tutoring this term?  

DUE: 6/1/09
6)
Summarize your experience in this class describing what you have learned in terms of ONE of the UNST goals (communication, critical thinking, variety of human experiences, social/ethical responsibility).  Please refer to specific experiences that you have learned from in your tutoring, readings, or classroom experiences.   

DUE:  6/3/09 

