Portland State University

Capstone - Effective Environmental Interpretation

Summer Term 2007
Instructor:

Stephanie Wagner

Phone:


Work: 636-4398  Home: 636-7116  

Email: 


Stephanie@TryonFriends.org

Office:


Nature House, Tryon Creek State Park

Office Hours:

Monday, Wednesday, 1:00 – 5:00 pm by appointment

Course Number:
CRN: 81978  UNST 421-530

Credit Hours:

6 credits 

Meeting Time:

Tuesdays and Thursdays, June 26 - August 16 




1:00 – 4:00 pm

Meeting Place:
Nature Center, Tryon Creek State Park

Course Description:

This course focuses on the preparation and presentation of interpretive programs for visitors to Tryon Creek State Park.  Participants will prepare interpretive materials, programs or exhibits to be used in the Nature Center and along the trails of the park.  Collaborative groups will work to develop materials and programs dedicated to educating the public about a variety of environmental topics relevant to understanding the natural history of Tryon Creek State Park.

In order to effectively present environmental topics to others each individual must be aware of their own environmental ethic and values.  The class will be given the opportunity to explore a variety of approaches to environmental activism through presentations from an assortment of environmental and conservation organizations.  This exploration is intended to lead to the personal identification and definition of each student’s own environmental ethic.

Aims and Objectives:


Students will 
- work in an effective interdisciplinary collaborative group




- explore different approaches to natural history and environmental 



education and interpretation

- examine various techniques used by environmental organizations     




            to convey their messages   




- develop an understanding of natural history interpretive 





techniques




- complete an interpretive project for Tryon Creek State Park

Capstone Course Goals:



1.  Inquiry and Critical Thinking:  Students will learn various 



     modes of inquiry through interdisciplinary curricula (problem 



     posing, investigating, conceptualizing) in order to become 



     active, self-motivated, and empowered learners.




2.  Communication:  Students will enhance their capacity to 



     communicate in various ways (writing, graphics, and 



     
     other visual and oral means) to collaborate effectively with 



     others in group work, and to be competent in appropriate 



     communication technologies.




3.  Appreciation of Diversity:  Students will enhance their 



 
     appreciation for and understanding of the rich complexity of the 


     human experience through the study of differences in ethnic and 


     cultural perspectives, class race, gender, sexual orientation, and 



     ability.




4.  Ethical Issues and Social Responsibility:  Students will 



     expand their understanding of the impact and value of 




     individuals and their choices on society, both intellectually and 



     socially, through group projects and collaboration in learning 



     communities.
Required Textbooks:





1.  The Interpreter’s Guidebook: Techniques for Programs and 







      Presentations



2.  A Forest in the City: Your Guide to Tryon Creek State Park
Course Requirements:



1.  Complete an interpretive project for Tryon Creek State Park.  Projects 


     will be assigned the first week of class.


    2.  Complete three written assignments.  Written assignments include two 3 to 4 page reflective papers (due July 6th and August 17th) and a speakers journal (due August 17th). Complete assignment descriptions are outlined in the course calendar.  All assignments must be typed and double-spaced.  Written assignments must be handed in at the beginning of class on date due or e-mailed (word format) to the instructor on the date due.  Late assignments will not receive full credit.


3.  Prepare and present an interpretive program.

4.  Attendance:  The course is structured around the classroom experience.  
     For this reason attendance is mandatory.  After two (2) absences,    

     students will not receive credit for the course.  


All requirements must be met in order to receive credit for the course.

Grading Policies:

1.  This Capstone is a 6 unit class.

2.  To receive a passing grade, a student must complete all course requirements, including the attendance requirement.  If you are in danger of not receiving credit for the course because of absence, you will be notified in writing, and I will encourage a conference to discuss the problem.


3.  The final grade for the course will be based on two components: 


     a.  Attendance - 160 points


     b.  Class Assignments ( 2 reflective papers and speakers journal) - 150 points


     c.  Class Interpretive Program – 50 points


     b.  Final Project - 100 points    


Letter Grades: A (415-460) B (370-414) C (320-369) D (275-319) F (0-274)

Course Policies:

ADA accommodations:  If you have a disability and wish an accommodation, please make arrangements to meet with me outside of class to discuss your specific request.  A request may require that documentation of disability be reviewed.

Add/Drop policies:
Adding the class:  Admission to the class will not be accepted after the first week of classes.  Work missed during the first week must be made up.

            Dropping or withdrawing from class:  Refer to the PSU Summer Term Schedule 
of Classes for University drop and withdrawal policies and dates.   

Portland State University

Capstone - Effective Environmental Education

Summer Term 2007 Calendar

June       26
Introduction and review of objectives. A History of Tryon Creek interpretive walk through the Park.  Discussion of Class Projects.
Assignment:  Read the Introduction and History sections (pages 1-14) of

A Forest in the City.  Collect at least 4 newspaper articles dealing with environmental issues. Bring articles to class on June 28th.  
June      28
Discussion of the effect of personal values on our attitudes toward the environment and environmental education.  Interpretive program – Amy Hoffman.  Begin Class Projects
Assignment:  Read pages 15-30 in A Forest in the City. Read Chapters 1, 2 and 3 of The Interpreters Guidebook. Write a 2 to 3 page reflective paper examining your personal environmental ethic.  Include your personal reaction to environmental issues and environmental responsibility.  What experiences have helped you form your personal views toward environmental issues. What actions do you take personally to support your concerns about the environment (i.e. recycling, volunteering, voting, buying organic products, using public transportation, etc.)?  Paper due July 3rd.   All assignments must be typed. See syllabus for detail.

July         3
Introduction to interpretive techniques.  Park explorations for 

interpretive topics. Begin working on projects. Sign up for class interpretive hikes.  Interpretive Program – Amy Hoffman

Assignment: Read chapters  5 – 8  in The Interpreter’s Guidebook.  
July 
     5
Thematic interpretation program development. Sample 
  


Interpretive Program – Christal Florin. Develop an interpretive 


theme and sub-themes to be used in a program at the Park.


Write a theme statement for your interpretive program and four sub-themes 

for  your program. (Due July 10th.)  
July        10
Speaker:  Robin Lewis:  Tryon Creek Restoration Coordinator 



Work on projects and interpretive programs.
Assignment:  Begin a journal focusing on the speakers and topics presented in class for the rest of the term.  Journals should include a brief description of the topic introduced, your personal reaction to the presentations, and your personal thoughts on the importance of the topic discussed.  Journals will be due on August 16th.  Find at least one article relating to the speaker’s topic and bring to class on July 12th.
July        12
Discussion of July 10th presentation.  Work on projects and interpretive programs. Develop four interpretive stops for your trail program.
Assignment:  Complete an outline for your interpretive program including your topic, theme statement, statement of objectives, and a description of material covered at each of the four interpretive stations. Outline due July 17th. 

July        17     Speaker: MG Devereux, Oregon Parks and Recreation

          Department. Class interpretive walk. Work on interpretive 
programs and projects.

Interpretive program outlines due. Include an analysis of the presentation in your journal. Find at least one article relating to the speaker’s topic and bring to class on July 19th.
July        19
Discussion of July 17th  presentation.  Class interpretive walk.  Work on projects.

July        24
Field Trip to Milo McIver State Park and Fish Hatchery.

           Work on projects.

Include an analysis of the presentation in your journal. Find at least one article relating to the speaker’s topic and bring to class on July 26th. 
July        26
Discussion of July 24th presentation.  Class interpretive walk. Work on projects.
July 28 & 29
Let’s Go Camping at Milo McIver State Park
July        31
Lead Eco/Trails Restoration Project.
August   2
Class interpretive walk.  Debrief  projects.

August   7
Speaker: Amy Hoffman – Fire and Forest Management. Class 


interpretive walk. Work on projects.


Include an analysis of the presentation in your journal. Find at least one article relating to the speaker’s topic and bring to class on Aug. 9th.

August    9
Discussion of August 7th presentation.  Class interpretive walk.
August    11
Invasive Plant Removal Work Party at Tryon Creek 9 am to noon

August    14
Speaker: Meredith Shield from Oregon League of Conservation

                    Voter.  Class interpretive walk.
August   16
 Sustainable Lunch. Presentation of class projects.  Speakers Journal and final paper due. Class evaluation.
