
	  

	  

 
GLOBAL YOUTH IN PORTLAND  FALL 2015 
UNST 421-500 CRN 15791 CLASS MEETINGS:  Monday 10:15-12:35 in Neuberger Hall 224 
 
JENNA PADBURY, MA 
EMAIL:  padburyj@pdx.edu PHONE:  971-303-8694 
 
Office Hours:  
I am not available immediately before class on Mondays. I anticipate being on campus most of the day on 
Mondays. We can arrange a phone appointment as well. 
 
Strategies for Contacting Instructor: 
• I typically check email in the morning sometime before 11:00 am and late afternoon.  
• I often respond to phone calls the same day and might take until 8:00 pm or so to do so. You are 

welcome to call when you need to. I turn off my ringer when I am not available. I prefer a detailed 
voicemail that includes any times you know you will not be available to talk if we need to have a 
conversation. 

• Please do not text.  
• Please be mindful—look at assignments in advance. When contacting me about assignments plan for 

a 24-hour response time and do not anticipate a response over the weekend. 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
During this course students will learn about refugee resettlement, immigration, and the systemic educational 
challenges that English learners face and overcome. Capstone students will serve as homework helpers and 
teaching assistants. They will either serve in a school setting during the day 4-5 hours per week or they will 
be leaders in an after school homework club at least 2 days a week. Please see the community partner 
descriptions for specific details about required availability. This capstone course meets only 1 day a week on 
campus, requires online participation, and requires service in the community. 
 
As a Capstone, Leading Lives of Conviction is a culminating course in the University Studies (UNST) 
program. Head to this link to read more about Capstones http://Capstone.unst.pdx.edu/.  
 
Because they are a culminating educational experience where students complete professional quality 
community service projects while learning about complex social issues, Capstones provide an opportunity for 
students, faculty, and community members to learn together. Successful Capstone students will demonstrate 
their readiness to be well educated civically engaged members of their communities and workplaces. By 
design all Capstone courses connect learning through service in small groups.  

Students earn 6 upper division credits for a Capstone course. Students should allow for 14-18 hours of 
committed course work per week. Students will engage with the course several days a week. Whether they 
are learning through individual service placements, collaborating with their small groups, taking in new 
content, developing content for their peers, reflecting and integrating information through writing and 
discussions—successful students will actively engage in this course in some way most days of the term. 
Students often describe Capstones as both more challenging and more rewarding than they expected. See 
the link below for UNST guidelines for students regarding time commitment.  

http://sinq-clusters.unst.pdx.edu/faqs/what-time-commitment-involved-Capstone 
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COMMITMENTS TO TEACHING AND LEARNING IN COMMUNITY 
As your Capstone instructor I will  

• strive to create a learning environment with you where all participants are welcomed, respected, and 
regarded as both teachers and learners.  

• encourage each of us to engage wholeheartedly with intentional movement between theory and 
practice, facts and feelings, the personal and the public. 

• invite us to create a safe and challenging space that compels each of us to share and support our 
best critical thinking, brave actions, and honest feelings.  

 
Instrutor’s Role 
I serve as the lead facilitator for the Global Youth in Portland Capstone learning community. I will shepherd 
the learning process by providing common content, assignments, discussion forums, and feedback and 
advice to individual students, small groups, and community partners. Assignments and discussion forums will 
provide structured opportunities for students to reflect critically on the course materials and their service 
experience.  
 
Student’s Role 
Students are active members of the civic community through their individual and small group service learning 
placements or projects. In addition, they are called on to be engaged and committed members of the Global 
Youth in Portland Capstone learning community. By participating in class and discussions, sharing in the 
development of discussion topics, and contributing to small group community projects, students will 
strengthen their own and their peers’ learning opportunities.  
 
Community Partner’s Role 
Community partners serve as co-educators and co-learners. First and foremost they represent the local 
community and/or clients. In addition to providing students an opportunity to grow in their civic and leadership 
capacities through their service placements and projects, community partners serve as supervisors, advisors, 
and sometimes advocates. 
 
COURSE COMPONENTS  
 
SERVICE LEARNING 
We will practice service learning throughout the term. While you are not evaluated specifically on the service 
you perform, you will evaluate yourself on your ability to achieve the course outcomes through your service 
and other course experiences. Community based learning is an inherent part of the course that requires 
planning and intentional presence outside of the class meeting times. Students can only achieve the course 
objectives by fulfilling their commitments to the community partners. Participating in the community 
service components throughout the term is required in order to pass this course. You will have 2 
specific areas of service-learning during the course. 

Individual Service Placements (ISP) 
• Students will serve weekly at one of the community partners connected to this course.  
• They will write critical reflections periodically to discuss their learning through service.  
• They will include or reference their service experience in weekly facilitated online discussions.  
• The community partner is not required to accommodate a requested schedule change or make-up 

sessions. Students are strongly encouraged to ask the community partner to allow them to make-up 
service before finals week. However, if the service is not a fit for the community partner the student 
may not make-up the hours.  Students should clear their schedule in anticipation of weekly service for 
the term.  

• Please cc the instructor on all emails with the community partner. This will help keep everybody 
informed in the event there is confusion or need for additional support or intervention during the term. 



Padbury	  Fall	  2015	  

	  

3	  
• See rubric for additional grading criteria.  

 
 

 
 
Small Group Community Project (SGCP)  
• Groups of 2 or mores students will complete a project related to our course themes. Projects will be 

highly focused in scope and will take about 10-15 hours to implement and evaluate. Typically 
students at a community partner service site will form a single small group. They will work together 
with the community partner to identify a project that supports the community partner’s efforts to 
educate Portland’s Global Youth.  

Sample projects might include any of the following: 
• Supporting a fundraising effort. 
• Creating a special activity for a specific group of students. 
• Coordinating or collaborating on an improvement project. 
• Researching a specific topic and providing a report. 

 
CLASS PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE 
This is an interactive course that requires class attendance. Typically students will come to class prepared by 
reading and thinking about a topic that we will discuss during class. Some weeks some of our time together in 
class will be devoted to coordinating the small group service project (SGCP). 
 
ONLINE DISCUSSIONS  
Every week we will hold discussions based on assigned content. The discussions will be an opportunity to 
share ideas about the required texts and additional required common content (e.g. short videos, podcasts, 
articles). The discussions will happen asynchronously. That is, we won’t all be required to be online at the 
same time; instead, each person will contribute when they are available and others will listen, read, and/or 
respond when they are available. The instructor will facilitate some discussions and each student will facilitate 
at least one discussion. See additional details on D2L. 
 
Critical Reflection Papers 
A few times during the term students will respond to prompts provided by the instructor. Additional details will 
be provided during the term.  
 

COURSE POLICIES 
 
Accessibility Statement 
It is the University's goal that learning experiences be as accessible as possible. If you anticipate or 
experience physical or academic barriers based on disability, please register with the Disability Resource 
Center (DRC) (503-725-4150 or drc@pdx.edu) in order to establish reasonable accommodations. Once you 
have registered with the DRC, please schedule a time to talk to me so that we can discuss your needs for the 
term. 
 
Participation and Attendance  
Attendance and participation matter! 

Measurable Participation (Attending Class, ISP, Online Discussions, SGCP) 
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These are examples written in the spirit of honest, whole-hearted student driven assessment and 
evaluation. They are intended to be guidelines. I have every confidence students will practice 
commitment when participating in this course and evaluating their learning. The descriptions below 
presume all other work associated with the course is exemplary/proficient.  
• Students earning an A/A- in this course: 

o  will participate fully in all course components all weeks of the course. On the rare occasion 
(perhaps 1 time in 1 area of the course) absence is unavoidable, as a courtesy the student would 
notify the instructor and/or community partner and classmates in advance. They will not be absent 
when they are scheduled to facilitate a discussion or they have work due for their SGCP. 

• Students earning a B+/B in this course: 
o might be absent from any single course component in any given week a couple of times during the 

term. An unavoidable absence from the ISP will be rare and as a common courtesy students 
would notify the community partner prior to the absence. They will not be absent when they are 
scheduled to facilitate a discussion or they have work due for their SGCP.  

 
No Measurable Participation (Attending Class, ISP, Online Discussions, SGCP) 
Unless a student has a written medical excuse, if a student is absent from all course components (no 
measurable participation) for 1 week that will be reflected in the final evaluation by the loss of a grade 
increment with the highest possible grade earned being a B+. A second week of no measurable 
participation will result in an entire grade loss e.g. a B+ becomes a C+. A third week of no measurable 
participation might result in a failing grade or mandatory withdrawal. Please note that reading course 
content without attending class, participating in online discussions, or submitting assignments is not 
considered measurable participation. 

 
Assignments and Due Dates 

See the Course Calendar for specific assignments and due dates. 

Deadlines matter and I highly value assignments that are well-edited, best efforts, and on time.  

Each assignment is important. Each contributes information for you to determine your final evaluation.  

Online Discussions 
• Typically run 10:00 am Monday through 5 pm Sunday  
• An initial post is expected by 10:00 am Wednesday followed by multiple interactions throughout 

the week. 
• Discussions close; there are no “late” discussions 
• Facilitation Content is due the THURSDAY before a discussion begins if you want instructor feedback.  
 
Written Assignments:  
(Critical Reflection Responses, Facilitation Content for Discussions, ISP Assignments, SGCP 
Assignments) 
• Deadlines matter! 
• If an assignment is late, it is late regardless of the reason. That said, I recognize any number of 

foreseen and unforeseen events occur during a term. These events result in a very occasional missed 
deadline. These are rare occurrences. I trust you will do your very best to prioritize the coursework in 
this Capstone along with everything else you are doing in your life.   

• Turning in a late but very well written or presented assignment within a few days of the original due 
date is better than not turning in an assignment and it is better than turning in a very poorly done 
assignment. Note that it is still late and your final self-evaluation should take that into account. 
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• Please prioritize assignments that have a direct impact on your classmates and community partners. 

These should not be late.  
• Timely completion and the quality of assignments should be taken into consideration in your final self-

evaluation and grade you submit. 
Note Well:  
Written assignments and online discussions are subject to review by the community partners unless the 
individual student requests private communication. 
 
Codes of Conduct 

Adhere to PSU Codes of Conduct: http://www.pdx.edu/dos/policies-codes-of-conduct-at-psu.  This policy 
describes your rights and responsibilities as a member of PSU. In particular, please note that plagiarism will 
not be tolerated in this course. If you are quoting or relying heavily on another’s work in your written 
assignments or class presentations, you must acknowledge the source appropriately. If in doubt, cite a 
source!   

Your capstone student handbook outlines specific policies related to conduct and safety at the Community 
Partner site. This handbook is available online. 
http://capstone.unst.pdx.edu/sites/default/files/CAPStudentHandbook-Print6-11-2013-PDF_0.pdf 

EVALUATION OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION AND LEARNING  
In line with my commitment to teaching and learning in community and to practicing the values associated 
with experiential education each participant in Global Youth in Portland will determine your own grade at the 
end of the term. As part of their final assignments each student will use the course rubrics and the course 
requirements and policies to demonstrate their learning throughout the term and to determine their final 
grade. Each student and I will agree on that student’s final grade before the grade is posted. Students will be 
supported in their final evaluation throughout the term. 
 
Assessment during the term will take place in the following ways: 
• Self-assessment—Some assignments will include a brief commentary or rubric for self-assessment prior 

to submitting the assignment and students will collect and submit work samples at the mid-point of the 
term. 

• Peer assessment—Small Group Community Project (SGCP) will include opportunities for ongoing 
dialogue about the process and progress toward skill development and group goals along with an 
assessment of individual contributions.  

• Community Partner assessment—Your partners from your service sites will be invited to supervise and 
provide feedback at key points during the term. 

• Instructor assessment—I will provide qualitative feedback along the way. At the mid-point of the term I 
will provide more extensive feedback as needed. In addition, I am available to share celebrations and 
concerns when students request it. 

 
FINAL EVALUATIONS 
In this Capstone we are using 3 rubrics available in D2L “Getting Started.” Within each rubric there are the 
following categories: 

Exemplary (A) 
 

Proficient (A-) 
 

Emerging (B+) 
 

Promising (B) 
 

Minimum Expectations Met (C) 
 

 
Because this is a culminating course all students are expected to fall into the Promising-Exemplary range in 
the overwhelming majority of their course work across all components of the Capstone. If you find yourself 
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meeting only minimum expectations when receiving peer, supervisor, or instructor assessment or when 
completing your own assessment during the term I encourage you to seek assistance or support.  
 
Final Evaluations are based on all of the criteria for course requirements and policies and on the learning you 
demonstrate through your critical reflections, participation in online discussions, and the quality of 
contributions to your small group’s service project. Fulfilling your commitment to your individual service 
placement (ISP) and your small group service project (SGCP) are inherent parts of the course. Your learning 
cannot be accurately evaluated if you do not actively participate in both of those components throughout the 
course. Additional guidance will be given to assist you in determining your final grade. 
 
In the unlikely event you and I disagree about your final grade we will schedule a conversation where we can 
practice our best communication. Both of us will do our best to schedule this conversation and come to an 
agreement before grades are due. If that is not possible I will assign an “M,” which stands for Missing, until 
we agree on a final grade or for up to 30 days. If you do not make yourself available for a conversation within 
30 days, the highest possible grade earned will be one full grade below the grade I can determine on my own 
based on participation and assignments submitted during the term.  
 
AREAS FOR FINAL EVALUATION AND ONGOING ASSESSMENT  
Content Area 
 

Assignments to Document Learning 
Review assignments and how they compare to 
listed rubrics to determine your point 
distribution in the End of Term Rubric (next 
page) 

Methods of Ongoing Assessment  

Class Attendance, Preparation 
and Participation 
30% of final grade 
 

• On time arrival and engaged presence 
throughout the scheduled classes 

• Demonstration that assigned readings or 
other preparation activities have taken place 

• Whole hearted participation in discussions 
and class activities  

Instructor Feedback as needed 
Student Self-assessment 
Rubrics: 
Critical Thinking and Communication 
AACU Civic Engagement 

Critical Reflection and 
Integration Responses 
15% of final grade 
Prompts are provided and 
students connect course 
materials with service-learning 
and other lived experience.  

• Getting Grounded Reflection 
• Moving Forward: Culminating Assignment 

Instructor Feedback 
Student Self-assessment 
Rubrics: 
Critical Thinking and Communication 
AACU Civic Engagement 

Online Discussions 
25% of final grade 
Prompts are provided and 
students use Voice Thread to 
participate. Students connect 
course materials with service-
learning and other lived 
experience.  

• Active, whole-hearted participation in weekly 
Common Content Discussion 

• Create content and start the discussion 1 time 
during the term 

Student Self-assessment 
Informal Peer Feedback 
Instructor Feedback as needed 
Rubrics: 
Critical Thinking and Communication 
AACU Civic Engagement 

Individual Service Placement 
(ISP) and Service Reflection 
20% of final grade 
Learning through a service 
placement arranged by the 
instructor and agreed upon by 
the student. 

• 3 critical reflections   
• End of term appreciation to community 

partner 
• Request for letter of recommendation or other 

form of feedback from community partner 

Student Self-assessment 
Community Partner assessment 
Instructor Feedback  
Rubrics: 
Critical Thinking and Communication 
AACU Civic Engagement 

Small Group Service Project • Group Statement of Goals and Project Student Self-assessment 
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(SGCP) 
10% of final grade 
Learning through a small group 
community based service project 
determined by the students and 
their community partner. 

Timeline 
• Completion of Checklist 
• Periodic check-in re project progress 
• Group Discussion on the Conflict 

Competent Leader 
• Final Teamwork feedback  

Informal and Formal Peer Feedback 
Community Partner assessment  
Instructor Feedback 
Rubrics: 
Critical Thinking and Communication 
AACU Teamwork 

	  

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
As part of University Studies, this Capstone and all Capstones have overarching goals that tie into the same 
University Studies goals you have been focusing on through your FRINQ, SINQ, and Junior Cluster 
Courses. In addition, there are course specific objectives.  
 
UNIVERSITY STUDIES GOALS 
Inquiry and Critical Thinking 
Students will learn various modes of inquiry through interdisciplinary curricula—problem-posing, 
investigating, conceptualizing—in order to become active, self-motivated, and empowered learners. 
 
Communication 
Students will enhance their capacity to communicate in various ways—writing, graphics, numeracy, and 
other visual and oral means—to collaborate effectively with others in group work, and to be competent in 
appropriate communication technologies. 
 
The Diversity of Human Experience 
Students will enhance their appreciation for and understanding of the rich complexity of the human 
experience through the study of differences in ethnic and cultural perspectives, class, race, gender, sexual 
orientation, and ability. 
  
Ethics and Social Responsibility 
Students will expand their understanding of the impact and value of individuals and their choices on society, 
both intellectually and socially, through group projects and collaboration in learning communities. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
As members of the Global Youth in Portland learning community:  
• Students will be able to communicate effectively in a cross-cultural setting 

o (UNST Goals: Communication, Variety of Human Experiences) 
• Students will present their ideas effectively in writing and class discussion 

o (UNST Goals: Communication, Critical Thinking) 
• Students will assess issues that affect culturally diverse populations and develop constructive approaches 

to working with cultural difference  
o (UNST Goals:  Variety of Human Experiences, Critical Thinking) 

• Students will understand their role and responsibility in issues that affect refugee populations  
o (UNST Goal: Social and Ethical Responsibility) 

 
ASSIGNED READINGS 
• City Kids/City Schools: More Reports from the Front Row, 2008 ed. William Ayers (selections) 
• Capstone Handbook—available through instructor and on D2L 
• Electronic materials on D2L available at least 1 week prior to due date 


