Educational Equity Research-Based Support Projects: University Park & St. John’s

Each term, Capstone students not only volunteer time working with students at University Park and St. Johns Community Centers but also work as part of a research-based support project team for one of the two community partnership locations.  This team project serves as an opportunity to blend academic research, class readings/discussion, experience with youth in each community center, and unique skill sets held by PSU Capstone students related to their disciplines and/or life experiences in the workplace or other educational settings.  The Research-Based Support Project model also allows us to support our community partners on an infrastructure level.  Projects may vary by term, but past projects have included the following:

· Reading Library Project 

· Fundraising/Grant Writing

· Computer Lab Project

· Rosa Parks and University Park Communication Plan Project

Goals:

The goal of these larger research-based support projects are as follows:

· To communicate effectively with our community partner in order to understand community needs

· To research (via academic sources) core issues related to your project in order to enrich the conversation about how to effectively support our community partner

· To understand and use best practices in the educational field (especially in early childhood development and afterschool settings)

· To support our community partner’s goals

· To write and convey a sense of your team’s research, conversations with the community partner, community center/preschool needs, and team actions

· To begin to support our community partner on a deeper level in order to create a sustainable, growing partnership

· To work as a team, divide up roles, and collaborate effectively

Instructions:

1. Meet with Staff:

a. Set up a meeting with Amourie in order to discuss the goals of your project, the need at the center, and what expectations of our community partner.

b. You may meet as a group or designate a single group member to be the communications director for the project.

c. This is a good time to ask questions about what they would like your role to be, how interested in Capstone suggestions they are, and what the final product should be.

2. Make a Plan:

a. In your team, you will need to make a week-by-week plan about how to successfully complete this project.

b. You will be given class time to work on this.

3. Research:

a. Your research should include at least 5 sources that articulate best practices in education or in community work that directly or indirectly relate to the work you will be doing for the center.

4. Act:

a. This will involve continued meetings with our community partner and with your team.  It may also involve interviewing kids and other staff members.

b. Please consider splitting up roles and clear tasks within your weekly schedule.

5. Present the Final Product:

a. As we near the end of the term, we can talk about how to present the final product to our partners.  We will formalize a format/structure for this presentation.

b. You will also submit a written document to me at the end of the term.  Instructions follow.

THE WRITE-UP

The write-up for this Research-Based Support Project will be due in Week 10 of the course.  During Week 10, I will also have you present your findings and results to the class.  The write-up should include the following pieces:

1. An introduction that articulates your goals and those of the community partner.  This introduction should also set up any questions/problems you had going into this project and give a little bit of background on the program we’re working within.

2. A research section that uses your five research sources to document the academic ideas/best practices that you investigated as part of your process.  This section should demonstrate to the reader that your team not only listed to our community partner goals but also understood and communicated best practices in the field of education, fundraising, early childhood development, and/or community-based afterschool programs as part of the project experience.  This can also talk about which aspects of the research your team was able to integrate into the final project.

3. A body section that details the following:

a. Your conversations with the community partner throughout your project.

b. Your final project design/goals/tasks.

c. The final product.

d. You may also document with images (photographs included in the paper itself).

4. A conclusion that wraps up the paper by indicating what worked well and what didn’t about the project/communication and recommendations for further development/projects in your project area that would help us to sustain our commitment to educational equity in the area of your work (reading, computer literacy, fundraising, etc.).

A Note on Documenting Your Work

As part of your weekly journal entries, you should also document your own work on the Research-Based Support Project.  This is one way for me to track each individual in your group and your own contributions throughout the term.

