Music in the Schools
Capstone Syllabus

Winter 2012
UNST 421-500       CRN:  44147





6 credit hours

Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:45 – 3:05 pm, plus additional time to be scheduled

Room:  XSB 205
Instructor:  Susan Booth Larson, Education Instructor, susanblarson@gmail.com
Phone:  503-957-2144, before 5 p.m. please

Office Hours:  By appointment, before and after class

Goals of Capstone:  To help fill the needs in school music programs, this Capstone course is designed to give PSU students the opportunity to:

1. learn about basic curriculum development and the Oregon Content Standards, and how they can be used to not only teach music, but history, science, math, language arts, and career development lessons,

2. develop creative teaching materials using age-appropriate and active learning strategies

3. pilot-test these lessons at PSU and in elementary classrooms

4. reflect on and refine the materials and presentations, for use in future schools
5. learn about working with community organizations such as schools and relate these experiences to the University Studies goals of communication, diversity, critical thinking, and social responsibility.

Rationale:  Never before has funding for arts programs in schools been so low.  Schools are in great need of new and exciting interdisciplinary teaching materials to address the Oregon Content Standards, as well as of trained and committed individuals to help teachers who are non-music specialists present these lessons to students.

Course Goals:  This course will tie together the University Studies goals and requirements for a community-based Senior Capstone course.

Communication Skills (oral and written) will be enhanced through interaction with teachers and students in the classroom setting, as well as with PSU students

Appreciation of Diversity will be enhanced through interaction with diverse staff 
and student population at the elementary schools, as well as with the diverse 
students in the Capstone.

Critical Thinking will be explored in the classroom as we analyze the Oregon Content Standards in various curricular areas, developmentally appropriate 
classroom materials and strategies, and refine and pilot-test curriculum lessons in the classrooms.

Understanding Social Responsibility will be a prominent goal of the Capstone 
as students will reflect on their roles in the community, examine the current school/community relationship, and work in teams to produce a product.
It is strongly encouraged that students read the Student Conduct Code.  See http://www.pdx.edu/dos/conduct.html.  It details your rights and responsibilities as a student and as a member of the Portland State University community.

Course Learning Objectives:  Students will…

1. Analyze the Oregon Content Standards and the current needs and characteristics of elementary schools.
2. Work collaboratively in interdisciplinary teams to research and develop lessons and teaching strategies to address the Content Standards in various curricular areas for their classroom presentations.

3. Participate in classroom observations to learn about the diverse characteristics of elementary schools and use this information in curriculum development and teaching.

4. Develop complete teacher lesson plans and student materials, develop visual aids, videos, listening tapes, and other hands-on materials and handouts, and practice-teach these lessons to improve presentation skills for teaching elementary age students.

5. Collect teacher input about the effectiveness of their classroom presentations, complete presentation reports that reflect on their presentations, and use this input to further refine lesson plans and presentation skills.

6. Analyze the Capstone experience, discuss the connections between PSU and the community, the benefits and costs of working in a community setting, and reflect on the Capstone experience in terms of service learning and the University Studies goals.

Attendance Policy:  Students are required to attend and participate in all Capstone Seminar meetings and community-based meetings.  Since this is a partnership representing PSU, it is very important for PSU students to arrive on time, conduct themselves courteously with class members and community members, and prepare adequately for all meetings.

Assignments:  Please see due dates on schedule.  Points will be deducted for late assignments.

1. Students will complete a Student Biographical Sketch.  (10 points)

2. Students will read a variety of articles and answer questions that analyze their content. (100 points)

3. Students will participate actively in every seminar and community site activity (50 points per class session possible, tardies will be docked half credit.  Total= 850 points)

4. Students will complete 3 Journal entries related to the activities of the Capstone (30 points each.)

5. Students will work in groups to develop and write one complete project lesson plan and teach it approximately 10 times in school classrooms (125 points)

6. Students will write 3 classroom observations (25 points each) discussing various aspects of classroom visitations and volunteering with students.

7. Students will write one presentation report for each of the 4 weeks of teaching (50 points each.)  Topic choices attached.
8. Students will write a culminating 5-page paper relating their personal and professional experiences in the Senior Capstone to the University Studies goals of Communication, Diversity, Critical Thinking, and Social Responsibility. (200 points)
Grading:  A-F grading.  Class session attendance, participation, class assignments and projects will be assessed for promptness, thoroughness, and academic quality.  Responsibility will be stressed and cannot be “made up.”  1650 points possible:
1567-1650 A;   1485-1666 A-;   1402-1484 B+;    1320-1401 B-;    1237-1319     C+;
1155- 1236  C-; 660-1154 D; 
Community Site Location:  Lent School K-8
5105 SE 97th Avenue, south of Holgate
Portland, OR  97266







503-916-6322 
John Horn, Principal; Dave Snyder, Vice Principal
Proposed Class Schedule

      Date



Topic



Assignments

	January 9, 2012
	Introduction to each other and the Capstone
	Capstone Student Handbook, Music in Education Materials, Complete Bio Sketch
Read all handouts

	January 11, 2012
	The Oregon K-12 Education System:

Curriculum Development, the Content Standards, and Creativity!  
Writing a Lesson Plan Demo
	Student Bio Sketch Due.

Assignment 1 Due.

Come with your weekly schedule.

Get in groups, get going!



	January 16, 2012
NO CLASS
	Martin Luther King Day 
	Work time to be determined by group.

	January 18, 2012
	Capstone Experience and Teaching Techniques; Resources for Curriculum Development, Diversity Issues in Resources, 

Sharing Ideas, Getting into Groups, Getting Going
	Journal 1 due.  

Group ideas for lessons!


	January 23, 2012

	Project Development
	Follow lesson plan format.  Prepare handouts, props, costumes, etc.

	January 25, 
	Project Development
	

	January 30, 
	Projects due:  

Practice teaching!
	Pilot Project with written lesson plan and all lessons materials ready to try out

	February 1, 
	Practice teaching!
	

	February 6, 
	Visit School, observations.
	Journal 2 due



	February 8, 
	Observations, volunteering
	1st Observation report due.


	February 13, 
	Observations, volunteering
	2nd Observation report due.


	February 15, 
	Presentations at school
	3rd Observation report due. 


	February 20, 

NO CLASS

Presidents’ Day at Lent


	No School at Lent
Re-assess and refine your lessons!  Move them up a notch or two!
	Group meeting.  What did we learn?  What will we change?



	February 22, 
	Presentations at school
	Journal 3 due.

1st Weekly Presentation report due—select from list.

	February 27, 


	Presentations at school
	2nd Weekly Presentation report due—Select from list.

	February 29, 
	Presentations at school
	

	March 5, 
	Presentations at school
	3rd Weekly Presentation report due—Select from list.

	March 7, 
	Presentations at school
	Weekly Presentation report due—Select from list.  Please email 4th Weekly Presentation report before Friday.

	March 12,
	Group Presentations
	UNST Assignments due

	March 14, 
	Group Presentations
	

	March 19, 2012
12:30 – 2:20 pm
	FINAL  

Evaluation of Capstone,
Celebration of our success!
	Final Paper due

All work done!


JOURNAL 1:  Connecting Content Standards With Creativity!
     Please reflect on your skills and interests and what you know about what teachers are required to do with the Oregon Content Standards.  Develop three ideas for possible project development and sketch out what you might be able to do with students in the classroom with these ideas.  Be creative!

JOURNAL 2:  How’s Your Group Doing?

1. How is your group functioning?  Please describe the success and the problems your group has been experiencing during the past weeks.  At which stage in group formation do you think you are and why?(Forming, Storming, Norming, Performing)

2. What has had the most impact on your becoming a group?

3. What did you do, personally, which has helped your group to function?  What roles have you played that have helped your group?

4. What do you think your group needs to do next to continue to develop effectively?  What could you personally do to help your team to develop?

5. At this point in the class, how would you grade yourself in terms of:

a. Your attendance

b. Your participation

c. Project work and assignments completed
d. Other (explain)

JOURNAL 3:  Hopes and Fears

1. What are your personal goals for the Capstone lessons you will be doing this term?

2. What hopes and fears do you have about contributing to teaching about music in the schools?

3. What assistance would you like to help you accomplish your goals?

4. At this time, how would you assess the effectiveness of your group in accomplishing the goals of this Capstone?  Please explain.
