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Course Description:  Art and Social Change

Some of the essential questions driving the curriculum of this Capstone are: How can Art be a force for social change? How is it? What limits,if any, should there be? What are the differences between change and voice? What are the differences between protest and change?

The working Thesis for this class is that for Art, or indeed anything/anyone, to effect change in a society the work/ideas must be palatable to the majority, real and tangible in terms of outcomes and sustainable over time.

This course is open to anyone intrigued with the questions raised by public Art (and possibilities of Art) in our society. This capstone should be of particular value and interest to students who have a desire to teach, create, work collaboratively and inspire.

Students will develop Art Literacy lessons to teach/be taught in underprivileged public schools. A web site of these lessons will be created and published as a teacher resource. This course will require some flexibility on the part of the students when/if it comes to the scheduling of the Art Literacy lesson teaching component.

All Capstones Share Three Important Features:

  1) Interdisciplinary groups of students.

  2) Using their skills and understandings from University Studies and their    major  to address a real community issue or need.

  3)Produce a Summation Product.

How does this apply to us?

The primary focus will be investigating the Arts, its affects and effects in society individually, in groups and as a class. In this capstone you will be creating a final product which will culminate in an Art Literacy website (and possible teaching of an Art Literacy Lesson). 

Student Learning Objectives:

The process of comprehending and developing the Art Literacy lesson to  translate to a web page(s) will be the vehicle for reaching a number of educational goals.

Build upon and expand our understanding of Art and Society.(UNST Critical Thinking)

Knowledge and development of strategies for analysis of the Arts.(UNST CT)

Understanding of social and cultural roles of the Arts.(UNST Social Responsibility)

Knowledge of the power  and potential of the Arts in Society.(UNST Diversity)

Effective presentation methods for a variety of audiences. (UNST Communication Goal)

Using a discipline specific perspective  to create a personal orientation for  understanding the Arts and its role in society.

Accept criticism, listen to classmates viewpoints, be flexible and tolerant of other views, participate in discussions with reasoned facts.

Learning Methods - Emphasis on Inquiry Methods and Disciplined Based Art Education

Individual Assignments - These will be largely written in nature and will contribute to the yours and the groups final product. Attendance is mandatory as is class participation.

Group Work - Individuals will combine their expertise in group work in critique sessions and feedback sessions. Groups will also be responsible for  in class lessons, and other activities/assignments. I will ask for e mail check-ins from individuals and groups of individual and group lessons as they develop, as well as grade check ins, reflections and wows and woes regarding class.

Class Work - In class we will  discuss and develop strategies and approaches in Art Literacy and teaching methods; share these in discussions and work together as a unified whole group.

Individual Assignments - Essentially, these will be the materials you develop (your  Art Literacy Lesson) for the web site. In addition to the assigned Art Literacy lesson components you should  include strategies and methods you will offer as possibilities for teachers to engage students in critical discourse with Art and Society through handouts, visuals, videos and other appropriate resources for teachers to use with their students.

Community Interaction - We may be using high school  students in critique protocol sessions at least once before the actual teaching/development of the web site/ lesson itself. TBA. This should be helpful on a number of levels, not the least of which will be in determining the relevancy of your methods and information.

Assessment Grading  and Evaluation

Attendance and Participation - You are expected to attend all classes on all scheduled days. Missing more than one class on either day may result in a docked grade. In addition to attending class you may commit to teaching a lesson at a school site. Regular class participation is a crucial element in the learning process. It is not possible to participate if one is absent. However, it is possible to attend class and not participate, therefore consistent and meaningful participation is required both in class and in group work. Participation will help you construct knowledge and demonstrate meaning.

Grading: I know that students are coming to this class with a range of experience with art.  I will not grade by comparing student artwork (or any other work), but by individual effort and growth.  Evaluation will be based on the following:

· Attendance, effort, and participation – This is a major part of the grade.  If you MUST miss a class, you will need to talk or write to me and make up all possible work.  (Preferably before the absence)

· Timely completion and thoughtfulness of  all assignments.

· Development and Completion of the Community Teaching Component

· Working with our Community partner/School

· Feedback and Reflections on/from Community/School Teaching/Teachers

· Thoughtfulness and quality of final Web Page.

· Organization, completeness, and quality of final Web Page– I suggest saving  all class notes, handouts, projects, etc.  You will also need to find resources on your own.

To receive an A, a student must complete all assignments well, include extra resources in their Web Page (or teach a lesson at a school), participate well in group activities, and communicate with the teacher about any problems which lead to absences, tardiness, or other problems with the class.  

Disclaimer - Although every effort has been given by your instructor to organizing and anticipating class activities to facilitate a successful final product, please be aware that because of the individual nature of your studies this syllabus (much like we ourselves) is a “living document”. Changes will be inevitable, but confusion will be (hopefully) minimal.

