Citizen Involvement and Volunteer Monitoring: The Community Lab for Water Quality Education
CRN 81801 UNST 421 Section 519     PSU Capstone Summer 2009
Writing Assignment - 25%



The topic of debate woven through this course will focus on environmental stewardship, education and the challenges of engaging individuals in our society in the care of natural resources. What are the different perspectives on stewardship in our society? Do different people see different things when they look at the same plot of land? How do we reconcile these differences and effectively improve and sustain the health of natural resources such as water.

There will be a final writing assignment that focuses on these topics, as well as reflecting on course readings and your experience in the community. The reflective writing assignment is worth 25 percent of your final grade and will be graded as follows:

Grammar, punctuation and organization



5 points

Content (meets the requirements of the assignment)

5 points

Critical Analysis






8 points

Synthesis






7 points

Total







25 points
Group Assignments and Final Products – 35%

Event mailer – 20%

Rock and Richardson Creek (other possible sampling sites) Watershed Assessment– 30%
Data Analysis and Final Report – 50%

Each group assignment is worth the above portion of your group assignment grade. Points will be given based on the following criteria:

Appropriate use of visual aids




16%
Grammar, punctuation and organization



16%

Demonstrated participation in the group 



20%

Content 






24%
Clarity (is it understandable to the intended audience?) 

24%
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