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Each group of students will facilitate one class discussion related to a set of readings on an assigned day of class. In order to prepare for facilitating discussion, each individual student should prepare a one-page, single space document several days before the discussion that includes:
1) A brief summary of the assigned readings that highlights main points for discussion, including quotes and excerpts from the reading.

2) Brief summary of one or two sources that relate to the topic (you are welcome to use sources listed in the assigned readings’ works cited page or reference list). These can be scholarly or news articles, web pages for a group or organization, or reports. Make sure to provide full citations for your sources using APA format.

3) Two to three discussion questions that highlight an important element of the reading. Consider referring to a specific excerpt from a reading to jog students’ memories. Try to avoid asking yes/no questions. Instead, work to develop questions that encourage interpretation, analysis, and open-ended discussion.

Each group must meet to discuss how they will facilitate the discussion prior to the class period they have been assigned, and each group member must prepare their individual document before the group meets. When you meet as a group, you should make a plan for facilitating the discussion together. Each group will turn in their individual preparation along with the group’s guidelines for discussion on the day they lead the discussion. 

Developing Questions

As I mention above, you should think of questions that encourage discussion, analysis, and interpretation.

Instead of:

Do you think it’s safe to bicycle in Portland at this point?

Try questions like:

What makes you feel safe when you’re walking or bicycling in the city?

What keeps you from bicycling or walking at various times?

Do your own perceptions of or experiences in Portland support the results of the studies or reports we read, or do they challenge them in some way?

How might the results of these studies inform the work of the BTA?

Dates for Group-Led Discussions

Group 1 (April 14): Updating Curriculum and Video Plan
Group 2 (April 26): Women’s Cycling Initiative
Group 3 (May 3): Jump Start Plan
Group 4 (May 5): Outreach/Volunteer initiative
