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Gender Oppression. B Option.
Leslie Feinberg writes, “Our struggle will also help expose some of the harmful myths about what it means to be a woman or a man that have compartmentalized and distorted your life, as well as mine.  Trans liberation has meaning for you-no matter how you define or express your sex or your gender” (p.5)
This essay will critically engage the issues of gender and sexuality that we have discussed thus far in the course.  Utilizing course materials, students will examine the social construction of gender and sexuality, seeking to deconstruct these categories so as to better locate each as fluid and dependent on history, culture, race, class and other social group identities.  You will back up your arguments with support from an outside academic source that illustrates gender and/or sexuality as unfixed and ever-changing.  For instance, you may use the example that many cultures, such as in India, are homosocial and it is culturally-sanctioned for men to exhibit behaviors that Western culture identifies as “gay”.  Or, you can discuss the concept of two-spiritedness in some early Native cultures, as presented in the works of Will Roscoe.  The intent of this cross-cultural comparison is not to appropriate or to exemplify the culture, but rather to better understand the norms regarding gender and sexuality that are specific to that culture and historical period.  It is important, too, to understand that concepts of sexuality and gender often do not transgress borders or eras and are situated within much different contexts.  What is transgender today in America is not the same as being two-spirited in pre-colonial Zuni culture.  

Next, you will discuss the implications of transgressing gender and sexual norms in American

society, engaging the concepts of heterosexism, homophobia, transphobia and the gender binary

in your discussion.  What are specific ramifications for those who deviate from societal norms

and specific examples from course materials?  In what ways do individuals who represent

 multiple marginalized identities, such as people of color, low-income and disabled individuals,

 experience these ramifications, as multiple binds of oppression?  Please use examples from our 

readings to support your illustration of this discussion.  Furthermore, in what ways can we view

these ramifications as an indication of an oppressive society rather than focus on the

victimization of the LGBTQ individual?  For instance, in the film “Binary Gender” that we

watched in class week 4, one interviewee said “I don’t believe that I have a gender identity

disorder, I believe society has a gender identity disorder.”  How might focusing on the 

oppression of society, and working to interrupt this, better serve to illustrate the resiliency and 

empowerment of those who are LGBTQ instead of further marginalize and perpetuate a victim

only script?  

Last, please engage the Feinberg quote above and discuss the ways in which “trans liberation” has meaning for all of us, no matter our identities.  What recommendations do you have to create a society that is free from oppression, engaging the ideas of sexual and gender liberation for all of society’s members.  

5-7 Pages.  You must use at least five references from course materials (this can include films, SMYRC training, class discussions, speakers & course readings) as well as one outside ACADEMIC source to support your arguments.    DUE May 6th, in class.
