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ASSIGNMENTS

Creating Discussion Questions

· Good discussion questions are not answered by "yes" or "no." Instead they lead to higher order thinking (analysis, synthesis, comparison, evaluation) about the work and the issues it raises. 

· Good discussion questions call for more than simply recalling facts or guessing what the teacher already wants to know, but are open-ended, leading to a variety of responses. Good questions recognize that readers will have different perspectives and interpretations and such questions attempt to engage readers in dialogue with each other.

· Good discussion questions depend on a careful reading of the text. They often cite particular scenes or passages and ask people to look at them closely and draw connections between these passages and the rest of the work.

· Good discussion questions are simply and clearly stated. They do not need to be repeated or reworded to be understood.

· Good discussion questions are useful to the students. Good questions can help to clarify passages or issues students may find difficult. They help students understand cultural differences that influence their reading. They invite personal responses and connections.

· Good discussion questions make (and challenge) connections between the text and other works, and the themes and issues of the course. 

There’s really only one question in life, and only one lesson. This question is whispered endlessly to us from all directions: Who are you? How are you going to find, and be, who you are? Th[is] question the whole world asks at every moment cannot help but feel the most dangerous: Who are you? Who are you, really? Beneath the trappings and traumas that clutter and characterize our lives, who are you, and what do you want to do with the so-short life you’ve been given?




—Derrick Jensen, from Walking on Water: Reading, Writing, and Revolution

The Reflection Journal:

Processing Scholarship, Practice, Experience

One tool to assist you in making meaning of your class sessions, team and community practice, and personal experience in this Capstone is the reflection journal. In this journal, you will engage with the ideas presented in our course content, explore the connections between the theoretical and the practical issues you discover through your community work, and process the intersections of your personal experience with your team and community work. 

Reading the journals you and your classmates prepare gives me insight into how I might frame our ongoing course experience. It also opens the door to a one-on-one written dialogue that you and I will share in these next 10 weeks. 

Content: Your weekly journal entry is due each Tuesday starting the second week of the term, with Reflection 10 completed during our final class session. 
When and how to write: To prepare to write your journal entry, I suggest that you sit with and think about the framing questions (or other questions of your choice) for a good while. Live with the questions, and let them live in you. Then sit and write your way into your response. If you are fully engaged with the questions, you may not know where your writing will take you, and that’s a good thing in a reflection. Each reflection should take you someplace you didn’t know you were headed, as you discover the meaning this experience has for you as an individual. Write the reflection only you can write.

Please type all journals. Journals should be double spaced with 12 point 
The following table further outlines the expectations for reflection entries
Evaluation: Entries are worth 10 points each. If you turn in the on time and have clearly engaged with the questions (mine or your own), you will receive full points for it. Each individually prepared journal will be returned to you no later than the following week. 
Late entries: Because your journal entries help me frame our class experience as it evolves and is revealed in your writing, I’ll deduct a point per day that any journal entry is late. Please contact me if you need to make special arrangements for turning in your entry. 
Confidentiality: I will keep the contents of individual journals turned in to me completely confidential. No other person will read or hear about your writing, unless you choose to show or tell. 
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